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Odell's performance. Odell had experienced quite
as much of the pains as Everest is ever likely to
inflict on man. He had not gone through the
extra strain of rescuing the porters. But he had
endured the suffering of the excessive cold and
the blizzard. He may therefore be taken as an
example of what a climber can do against the
worst that Everest can do. And this is his record.
Between May 31st and June llth he went three
times up and down between 21,000 feet and
23,000 feet. This would have been thought
quite a noteworthy performance in itself before
these Everest Expeditions were launched. But
23,000 feet had now come to be considered only
the starting-point ; and it is his performances
from this point onward that are so remarkable.
Twice he climbed to the 26,800 feet camp and a
little beyond, and once, in addition, to the 25,200
feet camp ; and the two ascents to about the
27,000 feet level were made in four consecutive
days. During the last ascent he carried heavy oxy-
gen apparatus, but only used the oxygen for about
an hour ; and the ascent was made in a raging
wind. Another feature of Odell's performance is
that during twelve days he spent only one night
below 23,000 feet; and two he spent at 25,000 feet,
Now supposing that on the crucial day when
Mallory and Irvine started for the top and Odell
reached Camp VI, 26,800 feet, he had stopped
the night there instead of descending to the Base
Camp; and supposing that he had the next